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PREFACE 

The proceedings  recorded h e r e  are from t h e  s i x t h  sym- 
posium i n  a series t h a t  t a k e s  a m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach 
t o  t h e  s tudy  of  t h e  chemical and p h y s i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  of o r -  
g a n i c  s o l i d s .  The p r e v i o u s  f i v e  meet ings  were h e l d  a t  
Erookhaven Nat iona l  Laboratory (USA) i n  1968, a t  t h e  
Weizmann I n s t i t u t e  ( I s r a e l )  i n  1970, a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
S t r a t h c l y d e  (Scot land)  i n  1972, a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Bordeaux (France)  i n  1975 and a t  Erandeis  U n i v e r s i t y  (USA) 
i n  1976. This  p r e s e n t  symposium was he ld  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of Fre iburg ,  19C2. 

A glance  a t  t h e  Table  of Contents  pf t h e s e  proceedings ,  
when compared w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  volumes , i n d i c a t e s  how t h e  
f i e l d  of o r g a n i c  s o l i d  s t a t e  chemis t ry  has  grown i n  scope i n  
t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  It has developed from a 
t o p i c  of i n t e r e s t  t o  o n l y  a few, t o  one which h a s  a t t r a c t e d  
a l a r g e  number of workers ,  not  o n l y  i n  academic,  b u t  a l s o  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  Some of t h e  papers  i n c l u d e d  h e r e i n  
show o v e r l a p  w i t h  o t h e r  f i e l d s  such as e l e c t r o n i c s ,  pharma- 
cology,  e t c .  I n  o t h e r  word, an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach 
t o  some t o p i c s  i s  becoming apparent .  These a r e  s u r e l y  t h e  
s i g n s  o f  an a c t i v e ,  evolv ing ,  r a p i d l y  maturing f i e l d .  It i s  
hoped t h a t  t h e s e  proceedings  provide  proof of t h e s e  state- 
ments and w i l l  a t t rac t  more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  impor tan t  f i e l d .  

We wish t o  thank a l l  who c o n t r i b u t e d  s o  much t o  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h i s  symposium and t h o s e  whose i n t e r e s t i n g  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  appear between t h e s e  covers .  S p e c i a l  thanks  
a r e  due t o  P r o f e s s o r  Gerhard Wegner and h i s  l o c a l  committee 
f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  such an i n t e r e s t i n g  and v a r i e d  program. 

George Adler ,  E d i t o r  
Department of P l a t e r i a l s  Sc ience  
State  U n i v e r s i t y  of New York 

Stony Brook, NY 11794 
a t  Stony Brook 
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